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Jeffrey Preston Bezos is the founder, president, 

chief executive officer and chairman of the board of 

Amazon.com. Bezos, a Tau Beta Pi graduate of 

Princeton University, worked as a financial analyst for 

D. E. Shaw & Co. before founding Amazon in 1994. 
 

 

 
 

Bezos founded Amazon.com in 1994 after making a cross country 
drive from New York to Seattle, writing up the Amazon business plan on 

the way and setting up the original company in his garage. His work with 

Amazon eventually led him to become one of the most prominent dot-com 
entrepreneurs. In 2004, he founded a human spaceflight startup company 

called Blue Origin. 

Bezos is known for his attention to business process details. As de-
scribed by Condé Nast's Portfolio.com, he "is at once a happy-go-lucky 

mogul and a notorious micromanager. ... an executive who wants to know 

about everything from contract minutiae to how he is quoted in all Amazon 
press releases." 

In October 2002, the firm added clothing sales to its line-up, through 

partnerships with hundreds of retailers, including The Gap, Nordstrom, and 

Land's End. Amazon shares its expertise in customer service and online 

order fulfillment with other vendors through co-branded sites, such as 

those with Borders and Toys 'R Us, and through its Amazon Services sub-
sidiary. In September 2003, Amazon announced the formation of A9, a 

new venture aimed at developing a commercial search engine that focuses 
on e-commerce web sites. At the same time, Amazon launched an online 

sporting goods store, offering 3,000 different brand names. Amazon.com 

ended 2006 with annual sales over $10.7 billion. 
Jeff Bezos and Mackenzie live north of Seattle, and are increasingly 

concerned with philanthropic activities. "Giving away money takes as much 

attention as building a successful company," he has said. 
  In 2007, Bezos announced that Amazon would be producing a new 

handheld electronic reading device called the Kindle. The device uses "E 

Ink" technology to render text in a print-like appearance, without the eye-
strain associated with television and computer screens. Font size is adjust-
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able for further ease in reading, and best of all, unlike previous electronic 

electronic reading devices, the Kindle includes wireless Internet connectivi-
ty, enabling the reader to purchase, download and read complete books 

and other documents anywhere, anytime, without requiring the user to 

download from another computer or even find a WiFi hot spot. Hundreds of 
book may be stored on the book at a time, and new books may be down-

loaded for as little as ten dollars, classics for two. Having already revolu-

tionized the way the world buys books, Jeff Bezos is now transforming the 
way we read them as well.  

 
 

                                     Jeff Bezos Quotes 
 

 A brand for a company is like a reputation for a person. You earn reputation by trying 

to do hard things well.  
 Amazon.com strives to be the e-commerce destination where consumers can find and 

discover anything they want to buy online.  

 If you do build a great experience, customers tell each other about that. Word of 
mouth is very powerful.  

 There are two kinds of companies, those that work to try to charge more and those 
that work to charge less. We will be the second.  

 There are two ways to extend a business. Take inventory of what you're good at and 

extend out from your skills. Or determine what your customers need and work back-
ward, even if it requires learning new skills. Kindle is an example of working back-

ward.  
 We expect all our businesses to have a positive impact on our top and bottom lines. 

Profitability is very important to us or we wouldn't be in this business.  

 We see our customers as invited guests to a party, and we are the hosts. It's our job 
every day to make every important aspect of the customer experience a little bit bet-

ter.  
 What we want to be is something completely new. There is no physical analog for 

what Amazon.com is becoming. 
 What's dangerous is not to evolve. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIDE FOR AFRICA AS SPAIN STRIKE GOLD 
A historic inaugural World Cup victory for Spain in Soccer City 

capped the first World Cup in Africa Sunday, with a brief appearance 

by Nelson Mandela sealing the end to an immensely successful tourna-

ment for the South African hosts. 
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Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
 

 

The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle commonly 
known by its abbreviation PSLV, is an expendable 
launch system developed and operated by the     
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). It 
was developed to allow India to launch its Indian 
Remote Sensing (IRS) satellites into sun synchro-
nous orbits, a service that was, until the advent of 
the PSLV, commercially viable only from Russia. 
PSLV can also launch small size satellites into geo-
stationary transfer orbit (GTO). The PSLV has 
launched 41 satellites (19 Indian and 22 from other 
countries) into a variety of orbits till date. In April 
2008, it successfully launched 10 satellites in one 
go, breaking a world record previously held by Rus-
sia. 
 

Vehicle description 
 

The PSLV has four stages using solid and 
liquid propulsion systems alternately. The first stage 
is one of the largest solid-fuel rocket boosters in the 
world and carries 138 tones of Hydroxyl-terminated 
polybutadiene (HTPB) bound propellant with a di-
ameter of 2.8 m. The motor case is made of manag-
ing steel. The booster develops a maximum thrust 
of about 4,430. Six strap-on motors, four of which 
are ignited on the ground, augment the first stage 
thrust. Each of these solid propellant strap-on mo-
tors carries nine tones of HTPB propellant and pro-
duces 677 thrust. Pitch and yaw control of the PSLV 
during the thrust phase of the solid motor is achieved by injection of an aqueous solution of stron-
tium perchlorate in the nozzle to constitute Secondary Injection Thrust Vector Control System 
(SITVC).There are two additional small liquid engine control power plants in the first stage, the 
Roll Control Thrusters (RCT), fixed racially opposite one on each side, between the triplet set of 
strap-on boosters. RCT is used for roll control during the first stage and the SITVC in two strap-
on motors is for roll control augmentation. 

The second stage employs the Vikas engine and carries 41.5 tones (40 tones till C-5 mis-
sion) of liquid propellant – Unsymmetrical Di-Methyl Hydrazine (UDMH) as fuel and Nitrogen te-
troxide (N2O4) as oxidizer. It generates a maximum thrust of 800 (724 till C-5 mission). Pitch & 
yaw control is obtained by hydraulically gimbaled engine (±4°) and two hot gas reaction control 
for roll. 

The third stage uses 7 tones of HTPB-based solid propellant and produces a maximum 
thrust of 324. It has a Kevlar-polyamide fiber case and a submerged nozzle equipped with a flex-
bearing-seal gimbaled nozzle (±2°) thrust-vector engine for pitches & yaw control. For roll control 
it uses the RCS (Reaction Control System) of fourth stage. 

The fourth and the terminal stage of PSLV has a twin engine configuration using liquid 
propellant. With a propellant loading of 2 tones (Mono-Methyl Hydrazine as fuel + Mixed Oxides 
of Nitrogen as oxidizer), each of these engines generates a maximum thrust of 7.4. Engine is 
gimbaled (±3°) for pitch, yaw & roll control and for control during the coast phase uses on-off 
RCS. PSLV-C4 used a new lightweight carbon composite payload adapter to enable a greater 
GTO payload capability 

 
Manufacturer Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) 

Country of origin India 

Size Height 44 meters (144 ft) 

Diameter 2.8 meters (9 ft 2 in) 

Mass 294,000 kilograms 
(650,000 lb) 

Stages 4 
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Horizon MiniPak – Portable Fuel Cell Charger 

 
 

 

 
Offering a portable, afforda-

ble and green alternative to dis-
posable and rechargeable batter-
ies, Horizon Fuel Cell Technologies 
presents the first pocket-sized fuel 
cell for personal usage. Dubbed the 
“MiniPak”, the fuel cell is designed 
to power portable consumer elec-
tronics like cellphone, smartphone 
or personal media device. It is 
made using recycled plastics and 
green materials. 

 

 

 

The Horizon MiniPak delivers 1.5 to 2W of continuous power through an integrated 

micro-USB port and a multi-choice cable to connected devices to charge them. It gets its 

power from refillable fuel cartridges, with that give it up to 12Wh of energy. It uses a com-

bination of Horizon’s mass-produced PEM fuel cells and a new low-cost metal hydride 

storage solution, which can store hydrogen safely as a dry, non-toxic and non-pressurized 

material. 

 

 

This hydrogen is absorbed and converted 

into a solid hydride by a metallic sponge con-

tained in the fuel cartridge. Whenever required, it 

is released back to the fuel cell. This efficient, 

portable and sustainable power source will go on 

sale for just $100. 
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QUIZ #45 
 

1 
 

The longest highway in the world? 

2 The coldest place on the world? 

3 Mount Everest was named after? 

ANSWER #44 
1 Who is the CEO of search company Google? Ans: Eric E. Schmidt 

2 Which two countries have signed the Nuclear Swap deal with Iran? 
Ans: Turkey and Brazil 

3 Which Indian IT company is associated with FIFA World Cup 2010 as 

one of the sponsors? Ans: Mahindra Satyam 

 Mail your comments/answers: mailtocolumbus@gmail.com 

Edited, Designed & Compiled by - 

Sidheshwar Patil, Prasad Paithankar, 
Virendra Ramteke, Prasad Gudme (MCA -III) 
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Saina Nehwal 
Won a second Super  

Series title 
Singapore Open 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian badminton ace 
Saina Nehwal put be-
hind a nervy start to 
clinch the second Super 
Series title of her career 
by winning Singa-
pore Open with a 
straight-game triumph 
over qualifier Tzu Ying 
Tai in the finals on Sun-
day.  
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